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Foreword

The world in 2022 seems to be in a bit of a daze, and the question "Will the world be okay?” is a question that
is on the minds of many. This is a time to look back on 50 years of global cooperation for environment and
development since the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, somewhat of a time to "ask
history for answers". Humanity did not given up the quest for sustainable development at a time when the
barriers to human social development were at their most rigid. At the height of the Cold War, when the East
was divided from the West, humanity gathered in Stockholm as a species on earth to reflect on its own
development and to discuss the environment for future generations, ushering in a new era. In the past fifty
years, the international environmental regime based on international environmental law has grown rapidly to
become a large, leafy tree in order to promote international environmental cooperation. From a historical
perspective, this is a remarkable achievement. Despite the rapid changes in the current international environ-
ment, the basic need for multilateralism, international environmental cooperation and the will to act have not
changed. The role of social organizations is also becoming increasingly prominent in global environmental
governance. Representing the interests of nature and communities and holding high the values of equity and
ecology, social organizations play an important role in international environmental negotiations as agen-
da-setters, negotiators and civil diplomats.

To support the participation of Chinese social organizations in international processes related to the global
environment, with the support of the Vanke Foundation, Greenovation Hub has launched a project to support
the capacity of Chinese social organizations to participate in global environmental governance. The briefing
you are holding is the first in a series of outputs from this project, starting with the foundations of social
organization participation in international processes related to sustainable development and the environment.
We hope that this briefing, together with the training and other knowledge products we have organized, will
provide participating partner organizations with a "fast track" into relevant international processes based on
their own expertise, and serve as a "signpost" for strengthening corresponding business and development
linkages to "go global". The year 2022 is the third year of the "Super Year of Biodiversity", extended by
COVID-19, and a number of environmental processes are at a critical stage of negotiation. Greenovation Hub is
ready to work with more partners to seize the opportunity to contribute the wisdom of the Chinese people in
the global environmental governance arena.
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